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THE FIRST GREAT WAR (1914 AND 1915)

OK August 5th, at 7.30 a.m., I duly reported at the Admiralty,
where I received instructions to accompany Major Gerrard and
to requisition aircraft and engines from the various civil flying
enterprises as well as those belonging to private individuals. We
visited Brooklands and Hendon and purchased 3 Morane mono-
planes, i Maurice Farman, i Henry Farman, i Sopwith single-
seater, i Bristol, 3 Bleriots and several engines. Next day we
called at Eastbourne and Shoreham, but only collected 2 training
type Henry Farmans and 2 Avros.

After this I returned to Calshot and went on with my work
of testing new aircraft and delivering them to east coast air
stations, from which patrols were already operating over the
North Sea and Channel

It was not long before pilots began to arrive for conversion
training on seaplanes, and it was for this purpose that Calshot
was principally used throughout the War and for many years
afterwards. The experimental work gradually transferred itself to
Felixstowe on account of the better facilities at that Station for
handling big flying-boats.

On Friday,, 25th September, I received from the Director of the
Air Department Admiralty (Captain Murray Sueter), the follow-
ing signal: "You are to raise all the aeroplanes you can and fly to
Dunkirk by Sunday. I give you a free hand to go to Hendon and
Eastchurch and take any you like. Machines can either fly over
or go by steamer. Acknowledge."

I carried out these instructions to the letter and reached
Dunkirk by 3 p.m. on Sunday in an R.E.5* Designed and built
by the Farnborough factory, it had an excellent 120 AustroDaim-
ler engine. \ had with me six other aircraft and pilots, including
Fit-Lieut Bigsworth from Calshot. Wing-Commander Samson
was in command of the RJSLA.S. at Dunkirk with some twelve
aircraft and a few hastily improvised armoured cars. The function
of these armoured cars was not very clearly defined but they were
doing excellent work providing some sort of cover to any advanced
landing-fields. These were required for extended air reconnais-
sance work on this completely open left flank of the AlEed armies
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